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That an issue is complex is no reason for the church’s be.ng timid in con- 
fronting it, else the church can be innccuous when it should be prophetic. 


The Assembly’s action which says, ‘Enforced segregation is un-Christian” 
. . . has been interpreted to mean that anyone who believes that segrega- 
tion is expedient and permissible is not a Christian. . . . It is not at all 
uncommon to refer to some procedure as “‘un-Christian’’ without in any 
sense impeaching the essential Christian conviction and loyalty of a man 
who adopts such a procedure. Whether an individual is a Christian or 
not depends upon a personal, redemptive relationship to Christ. There may 
be moods and acts in his life which are ‘’un-Christian,’’ a condition which 
he himself will most readily admit, seeing that not yet has the work of 
sanctification been made complete in any of us. By the presence of such 
“un-Christian” traits, whatever they may be, a man diminishes the quality 
of his witness for Christ and of his discipleship under Christ. 


Whenever a particular church . . . attempts to modify the Biblical standards 
by which an individual is received into the church, there is a violation of 
the plain teaching of the Scripture and of the categorical affirmations of 
the church’s government. The questions which are posed for church mem- 
bership candidates make no reference whatever to racial origin or condi- 
tion. To add to such questions and vows some such inquiry as, ‘Are you 
a Caucasian, an Indian, a Negro, an Oriental?” is unthinkable. 


It were far better for Sessions to face the adversities which may arise out of 
embracing the standards of the church on such a matter, than to abdicate 


those principles and procedures upon which the church itself is established, 


and in the practice of which we ourselves have been sealed into the House- 
hold of Faith. 


Quotations from 


The Church and Racial Distinctions 


A significant paper adopted by Mecklenburg (N.C.) Presbytery; see page 5 











Letters to the Editors 





Clarification Offered on Men’s Resolution 





Not Harmony’s 
“Men of Church” 
To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

Through no fault of THe OUTLOOK, recent 
issues have carried articles referring to 
men’s work in Harmony Presbytery with 
the indication that these actions were 
sponsored by the “Men of the Church” 
organization of Harmony Presbytery. 

For clarification of the record, these 
meetings and resolutions were sponsored 
and adopted by a group of laymen within 
the presbytery in a meeting called by Mr. 
Hugh Witherspoon as chairman of the 
Committee for Preservation and Continu- 
ation of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
rather than by the presbytery’s “Men of 
the Church” Council. 

Howarp H. Kemp, President 
Harmony Presbytery M. O. C. 
Pineville, S. C. 


Not the Presbyterian Way 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The action of Harmony (S.C.) Presby- 
tery’s men is deeply disturbing (OUTLOOK, 
Dec. 12, Jan. 9). How is it possible to 
confuse the gospel of our Lord and Savior 
with segregation? Some of our friends 
in the South have so focused their atten- 
tion on the maintenance of segregation 
that they have forgotten Christ. 

The logical outcome of their action 
might include a “Nihil Obstat’”’ and an 
“Imprimatur” not only on books but ser- 
mons, opinions expressed privately, debate 
on the floor of church judicatories, etc. 
All of their action points to the end of 
Presbyterian polity. It would be well for 
all of us to study the formation of our 
Presbyterian tradition in America. 


Petersburg, Ill. Paut M. LUNDELL. 


“Moderators” 
To Tur OUTLOOK: 

I am so glad that you know how to deal 
with the term, “Moderator” (OUTLOOK edi- 
torial, Jan. 16). The misunderstanding is 
terrible. I have been seriously asked 
whether it is equivalent to Pope!! 

There is an analogy between the gov- 
ernment of our church and that of the 
nation. The General Assembly is similar 
to the House of Representatives and the 
Moderator is merely “Speaker of the 
House.” 


Washington, D. C. Witeur La Ror, Jr. 


Pressure on Pastors 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

As a subscriber I have read with inter- 
est the difficulties of the brethren in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., although there 
are some such occasions to be noted in the 
U.S.A. Church. 

I am reminded that there was an oc- 
casion when our Lord was asked to “speak 
plainly” and the listeners picked up stones 
to throw at him. 

Sometimes we ask ourselves, “How long 
can a man remain in a charge and retain 
his self-respect? Long pastorates are sus- 
pect, are they not?” 


S. Charleston, Ohio. Roper? THENA. 
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Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except frst week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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“Faith Healers” Article 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


William Marvin of Terry, Montana, was 
kind enough to supply me with a reprint 
of ‘“‘What About the Faith Healers?” (Our- 
LooK, Sept. 19, 1955) 

I liked this article very much. 

In the broadcast business, we are faced 
with a tough problem on how to handle 
the request for broadcasting of “faith 
healer” type programs. Many of us would 
like to eliminate them as we feel quite 
a few are mere money-raising schemes. 

I would like to suggest that a copy of 
this article be sent to the manager of each 
commercial broadcasting and telecasting 
station in the country. I think it would 
result in fewer of these programs being 
on the air.*... 

/s/ Ravio Station MANAGER. 


e NOTE—Suggested project: Make 
sure that all radio and TV program direc- 
tors and station managers in your area 
get copies of this reprint—EDITORS. 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

(Ordering reprints on “What About the 
Faith Healers?’’) 

.. . My mother is a victim of ~.__--_- 
(“healer” named) and I would like to 
get as much information about his extor- 
tion methods as possible. 

NAME. 


Please send me five copies of “What 
About the Faith Healers?” I understand 
it had to do with a careful study of the 
effect of meetings held by ----------. The 
attention of several Washington ministers 
was attracted by the remarks of an Ar- 
lington minister regarding this article at 
a recent meeting of the Washington Fed- 
eration of Churches. ... 


WASHINGTON Pastor. 


Cases Are Checked 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The article, “What About the Faith 
Healers” is most interesting. ... 


Several months ago I heard a radio 
broadcast from a local gospel temple in 
which two women testified as to being 
healed of seventeen cancers of the spine, 
and a twenty-year-old case of tuberculosis. 
They gave their names and mentioned the 
MDs who had given them up. I checked 
with the MDs and found that they dispute 
their “healing.” They both were incurable, 
and have since died. I subscribe to “Heal- 
ing Waters” and try to get the facts con- 
cerning local people who testify as to 
their healing experience. In every case 
they had no medical history of the ail- 
ments which they claim were cured. The 
goiters they describe as healed are “in- 
ward goiters” and the cancers of the bowel 
which they “pass” after the healing have 
never been observed by a physician. 


There is no question but that a certain 
number of psychos are “healed” of imagi- 
nary illnesses, which, of course, reappear 
in other manifestations. Carroll Stegall 
is to be congratulated on his interest in 
the subject. 


/s/ 


ARIZONA MEpDICAL EXECUTIVE. 





“Chicken . . 
28). 


Memorial church, Dallas, Texas. 


church, New York City. 


only one award. 
The contest question was: 


about them? 


weekly? 





Missouri Pastor Wins 
1st in Outlook Contest 


Top winners have been announced by the judges in the so-called 
. or Egg?” contest sponsored by THE OUTLOOK (Nov. 


First Place: William R. Long, pastor of the Potosi, Mo., church. 
Second Place: Mrs. A. Farris Wilson, a housewife, a member of 


Third Place: George H. Richards, attorney, a member of the Brick 


In another category, for those who were not readers or subscribers 
to THE OUTLOOK, the judges made this award: 


First Place: Henry Nemeroff, Hollywood, Fla. 
In view of the small number of entries in this category, there was 


Do church members subscribe to and read a weekly church 
paper because they are interested in the important issues 
before the church and they want to keep well informed 
ae 


Do they become interested in the problems before the church 
and their possible solution because they read a church 


For what they said—and for what you may say—see next week's paper. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 





NOTE—USS. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC to the 
National Council; WCC to the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


FEBRUARY 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Exodus. 

Major Emphasis (U. S.), World Missions. 

Feb. 5-Mar. 4, World Missions Season 
(U.S.) 

Feb. 6-11, Executive Committee, WCC, Gil- 
bulla, Australia. 

Feb. 6-12, Boy Scout Week. 

Feb. 8-10, American Protestant Hospital 
Assn., St. Louis. 

Feb. 12, Race Relations Sunday. 

Feb. 12-18, NCC Division of Christian Ed- 
ucation, Cincinnati. 
Feb. 15, Ash Wednesday. 
Feb. 17, World Day of 
Church Women, NCC. 
Feb. 17-19, New York area meeting, Na- 
tional Council, Presbyterian USA men. 
Feb. 19, Ecumenical Mission Sunday, 

USA. 

Feb. 19, Universal Day of Prayer for Stu- 
dents, World Student Christian Federa- 
tion. 

Feb. 19-26, Brotherhood Week. 

Feb. 21-23, North America Area Council, 
World Presbyterian Alliance, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Feb. 23, Board of Managers, Church World 
Service, NCC, New York. 

Feb. 24-26, San Francisco area meeting, 
National Council, Presbyterian USA 
men. 

Feb. 26-Mar. 4, Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for World Missions, U. S. 


Lent begins. 
Prayer, United 


MARCH 
Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Ephe- 
sians. 
Major Emphasis (U.S.), Evangelism. 


Mar. 2-4, Oklahoma City area meeting, 
National Council, Presbyterian USA 
men. 

Mar. 5-7, Presbyterian USA General Coun- 
cil, New York. 

Mar. 5-9, Joint Commission on Missionary 
Education, NCC, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

Mar. 5-Apr. 1, Assembly-Wide Evangelis- 
tic Season, U. S. 

Mar. 7, Bureau of Church Bldg. and Ar- 
chitecture, NCC, Atlanta. 

Mar. 8-9, Joint Conf. on Church Architec- 
ture, Atlanta. 

Mar. 11, One Great Hour of Sharing, NCC. 

Mar. 11-17, Girl Scout Week. 

Mar. 16-18, Chicago area meeting, National 
Council, Presbyterian USA men. 

Mar. 25-31, Holy Week. 


Touring Group Seeks to 
Annul World Council Work 


New York (rNS)—Leaders of the 
International Council of Christian 
Churches, an extreme Fundamentalist 


group, is touring Australia in an open 


Mrs. McCutchen Is Named 
To Head Women’s Program 


Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen, now as- 
sociate educational secretary of the Board 
of World Missions in Nashville, Tenn., 
will be the new executive secretary of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Women’s 
Work in Atlanta, Ga. 

Mrs. McCutchen will succeed Dr. Janie 
W. McGaughey who resigned on January 
10 after 27 years of service. 

The new secretary will relinquish her 
work in Nashville Feb. 29 and will take 
up her new duties in terms of study and 
preparation the next day but she will 
not assume full direction of the Atlanta 
office until May 1. 

In her new responsibility she will direct 
the program of more than 325,000 Pres- 
byterian women in 17 states. 

In announcing her election, Miss 
Louise Davidson of Bethesda, Md., Board 
chairman, stressed the wide experience in 
the church’s work which Mrs. McCutchen 
has had—six years as a missionary to 
the Belgian Congo, until her husband’s 
death in 1936; director of Christian ed- 
ucation in the First church, Dallas, for 
10 years; teacher of Bible in the De- 
catur, Ala., public schools, and director 
of Christian educaticn in the First 
churches of San Antonio and Kerrville, 
Texas. 

In connection with her Nashville work 
she has traveled throughout the church 





challenge to the members of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, meeting in the country through 
Feb. 15. 

Carl McIntire of Collingswood, N.J., 
president of the International Council, 
said his group would hold meetings in 
all of Australia’s maior cities under the 
auspices of the Bible Union of Australia. 

The World Council executive commit- 
tee meeting is scheduled for Feb. 6-11 
near Sydney. A Festival of Faith will 
be held at Svdney’s municipal exhibition 
grcunds in connection with the sessions. 
Prime Minister Robert G. Menzies and 
other national leaders will attend the 
rally and welcome the visiting churchmen 
to Australia. 

In recent vears, the International Coun- 
cil has made a practice of holding rival 
meetings to coincide with major World- 
Council gatherings. 


in promoting the World Missions pro- 
gram. She has gone twice to Latin Amer- 
ican mission fields and for the past year 
she has been on the executive committee 
of the Joint Commission on Missionary 
Education of the National Council of 
Churches. 

A son, Leighton M., Jr., is a first- 
year student at Union Seminary in Vir- 
ginia. 

Mrs. McCutchen is a daughter of the 
late Brooks I. Dickey, widely known 
Presbyterian leader of Texas. She is a 
graduate of Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity, Dallas, and the General Assembly’s 
Training School, Richmond, Va. 





MRS. McCUTCHEN 
To lead 325,000 women. 


Presbyterians in East Africa 
To Form Autonomous Church 


Natropi, Kenya CoLony (RNsS)—An 
autonomous Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa will be set up at ceremonies here 
in February. The announcement was 
made by David Steel, Moderator of the 
Church of Scotland’s Overseas Presby- 
tery of Kenya Colony. 

He said that George David Henderson, 
Moderator of the Scottish Church’s Gen- 
eral Assembly and dean of the divinity 
faculty at the University of Aberdeen, 
will preside at the ceremonies. 

Permission to begin negotiations with 
other Presbyterian groups in Kenya in 








order to establish a single Presbyterian 
Church in the colony was granted the 
Presbytery of Kenya in May, 1952, by 
the General Assembly. 

In requesting authority to open union 
negotiations, the Overseas Presbytery said 
it wished “to set an example of racial 
cooperation aiming at one church 


with membership drawn from all races.” 
It said: 

“The unhappy divisions manifest in 
South Africa are a warning to East Afri- 
cans who seek to avoid repetition of a sit- 
uation where there is a (white) Presby- 
terian Church of South Africa, a Bantu 
Presbyterian Church, and an Overseas 
Presbytery of South Africa which exists 
only for the sake of missionaries.” 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Henry 
McKennie Goodpasture, assistant to the pres- 
ident at Union Seminary (Va.) and John B. 
Spragens, Presbyterian, U. S., director of 
youth work, 


WHAT IS THE KINGDOM? 

The word Kingdom of God is used 
a good bit in the Bible. What does 
it mean? 


GooppastuRE: This phrase or its 
equivalent is used nearly a hundred times 
in the New Testament. I believe the 
writers there are referring to the realm 
over which God in Christ is King and 
absolute ruler. This rule is seen and 
acknowledged only by those who have 
faith. For, you remember, Jesus told 
Nicodemus that unless a man is born 
anew he cannot see the Kingdom of God. 
The Old Testament looks for the coming 
of this Kingdom, and the New Testament 
proclaims that it has come. It was an 
integral part of the teachings and proc- 
lamaticns of Jesus. You notice that he 
does not tell his disciples to build the 
Kingdom or to extend it, but rather he 
tells them to proclaim to men that it is 
now here and to invite them to enter it, 
as a good man would come to a marriage 
feast or a banquet of the King. The King- 
dom of God is a present reality, but only 
in part. It is like a light which presses all 
around us, but some people close their 
eves or hide from it. Therefore, in the 
Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Thy Kingdom 
come... .”’ Here we are not dealing with 
something that is in the future altogether, 
hut with the future completion of what 
Christ has already begun. Thus we are 
praving for that time to come “when every 
knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord.” Blessed by 
the Kingdom’s presence and looking for- 
ward to its completion, our part is to in- 
vite men to enter into the fellowship of 
God with us. 

MoperAToR: Would it suit you to 
talk about it in terms of the rule of God 
in the life of a man and then project that 
into the life of all men? It would be the 
Kingdom of God, possibly, when God 
rules in the lives of men and in the in- 
stitutions of society. 

SPRAGEN: Wouldn’t vou say it has 


come in a particular case when God rules 
in the life of a man, but that it is not 
complete? It won’t be complete until 
God’s rule is universal, universally ac- 
knowledged. I think he does rule every- 
where, everything now, but not all of us 
acknowledge his rule. 


CHURCH AND SEGREGATION 


What positive steps should pastors 
and church officers take in regard to 
the segregation-integration problem 
in the church, the schools and com- 
munity ? 


SPRAGENS: It seems to me the first 
thing the churches need to do is to clear 
their own skirts. The parable of Jesus 
about the mote and the beam is applicable 
to this situation. We had better get the 
beam out of our own eye before we can 
try to get the mote out of the eve of 
society in general. 

MopeERATOR: Let’s see what you mean 
by that. 


SPRAGENS: I mean that I think any 
of us who will seriously read the Bible, 
trying to find God’s will, will see that 
God is no respecter of persons, and that 
within the Christian fellowship there is 
no room for what we call segregation. 


MopERATOR: You mean in the Chris- 
tian church itself ? 
SPRAGENS: I mean in the Christian 


church itself. Then I would say that the 
first thing that churches need to do is to 
try to see to it that, insofar as we can 
make it so, every congregation is a fellow- 
ship open to all peoples. Once we reach 
that stage, perhaps we won’t have to worry 
so much about what goes on in the rest 
of the community, because I believe that 
by so doing we will be able to transform 
the community. 

MoperaAtTor: Because the members of 
the churches, you think, are pretty largely 
a cross section of the community anyway 
and the influence and example of the 
church will be felt throughout the com- 
munity. 

* * * 


Every chiselled stone in our Gothic 
shrines, every carving on our pews, every 
cushioned parish house stands under 
God's judgment if it is not serving the 
apostolic calling of the church—a church 
on mission sent. The church is an evan- 
gelistic army on the march, and a haven 
of rest only between campaigns when it 
returns to home base to renew its strength 
and to receive fresh orders.—THEODORE 
O. WEDEL. 


Suggestions for Action 


Prepared by Department of Racial and Cultural Relations 
of the National Council of Churches 


Churches should: 

1. Re-examine continuously in the 
light of the gospel their attitudes and 
behavior regarding race relations and 
commit themselves to carrying out their 
Christian responsibilities. 

2. Make membership in the church 
and its organizations open to all and 
make this fact known in the community. 

3. Select paid and volunteer leadership 
on the basis of qualifications. 

4. Continue to serve the total commu- 
nity by seeking new church members re- 
vardless of race. 

5. Contact their denominational social 
education and action agency or the De- 
partment of Racial and Cultural Rela- 
tions, National Council of Churches for 
information regarding the process of 
achieving a racially inclusive fellowship 
in the local church. 

6. Urge groups within the church to 
sponsor study groups and forums with 
worship services and other activities, to 
gather the facts about race relations in 
the community and to make plans for a 
race relations program that runs through- 


out the year. Such programs might in- 
clude the elimination of racial segregation 
and discrimination in such areas as em- 
ployment, housing, education, health, 
recreation, hotel accommodations and 
other community services. 


Individuals should: 


1. Examine in the light of the gospel 
their attitudes and behavior regarding 
race relations and commit themselves to 
carrying out their Christian responsibili- 
ties. 

2. Work to eliminate racial segrega- 
tion from their local churches and from 
their denomination. 

3. Exhibit firm behavior patterns of 
acceptance when the question of a racially 
inclusive fellowship is discussed in the 
church and when the first persons of 
another race visit or are received into the 
church. 

4. Find out what their churches, their 
denomination and other agencies in the 
community are doing to improve race 
relations and then participate in that pro- 
gram. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





po 
Th 


spe 


thi 
cer 
of 


pre 
the 
rec 
alt 
wh 
tiv 


mi 
thi 
lev 


of 


mt 


ect 


shi 
reg 


an 
cel 
bu 


bo 
ha 
an 
see 
sui 
an 
ch 


tio 
su 
the 
tal 


cle 
co} 


K any 
Bible, 
> that 
1 that 
ere is 
ii, 
Chris- 


‘istian 
at the 
> is to 
re can 
ellow- 
reach 
worry 
le rest 
re that 
1sform 


ers of 
largely 
nyway 
of the 
> com- 


Gothic 
, every 
under 
ng the 
church 
1 evan- 
haven 
vhen it 
trength 
ZODORE 


ght in- 
egation 
as em- 
health, 


is and 


» gospel 
carding 
elves to 
msibili- 


segrega- 
1d from 


ferns of 
racially 
1 in the 
‘sons of 
into the 


es, their 
s in the 
ve race 
that pro- 


JTLOOK 





The Church and Racial Distinctions 


HE ACTION of the presbytery 

which resulted in the committee’s ap- 
pointment was of the most general nature. 
The committee judged that its first re- 
sponsibility was to delimit its task... . 
It was agreed that it would try to do two 
things: (1) It would examine the re- 
cent actions of the General Assembly and 
of the Synod of North Carolina to de- 
termine their accuracy of Biblical inter- 
pretation and their compatability with 
the law of the church; (2) It would 
recommend to the presbytery any specific 
alterations in procedure or emphasis 
which seemed to be proper and construc- 
tive in the light of the whole subject. 


Principle and Practice 

In reporting to the presbytery the com- 
mittee calls the attention of the court to 
this question as viewed on two broad 
levels, the level of principle and the level 
of practice. 

At the level of principle, the commit- 
tee makes these observations: 

1. The matter for discussion before us 
must be put and must be kept in an 
ecclesiastical context. The presbytery is 
not here discussing what should or 
should not be done in the matter of seg- 
regation in political and civil affairs. 
Such questions are important, of course, 
and with them churchmen will be con- 
cerned. But the Presbytery of Mecklen- 
burg has no responsibility and no right 
to legislate on the matter for the general 
body of our nation’s citizens. It does 
have a duty to examine the pertinence of 
any procedure in the life of the church, 
seeking to determine the propriety of 
such procedure in the light of the Bible 
and in the light of the standards of the 
church’s order. 

It may be objected that the whole ques- 
tion of segregation is so complex, has 
such wide and incisive implications for 
the whole order of social life, is so en- 
tangled with custom and heritage, that 
any isolation of the subject to the “ec- 
clesiastical” realm is impossible. The 
committee is not unaware of this diffi- 
culty, but it would insist that, difficult 
or not, such a limitation of the subject 
must be imposed. It would call to the 
attention of the presbytery that over the 
centuries the churches generally, and the 
Presbyterian Church particularly, have 
lifted problems about which honest men 
disagreed out of their secular relationships 
and set them before the conscience of the 





THIS significant paper was adopted recently 
by Mecklenburg (N.C.) Presbytery (OUT- 
LOOK, Jan. 30) Committee members were: 
James A. Jones, chairman, W. M. Boyce, Jr., 
A. A. Allen, later removed, and succeeded by 
W. T. Taylor, M. B. Prince; Henry G. Bedin- 
ger, who opposed the report in presbytery; Dr. 
Hamilton W. McKay and Philip F. Hower- 
ton, both laymen. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1956 


Mecklenburg Presbytery’s Stand 
on the Race Issue 


church for its review, solely on the basis 
of the faith’s plain or implied teaching. 
In our generation the courage and vi- 
sion of our forefathers in similar matters 
need to be borrowed by their children. 


That an issue is complex is no rea- 
son for the church’s being timid in 
confronting it, else the church can be 
innocuous when it should be prophetic. 


That an issue is confused, provocative 
of disagreement among men of goodwill 
and good reputation, is no justification 
for ignoring it, rather is the church there- 
by called to seek with patience and 
prayer such a measure of the light of 
God upon the question as shall make all 
who love the light of one mind. It is in 
this spirit that the committee has tried 
to perform its assignment. 


Interpretation 


2. In the judgment of the committee, 
the actions of the General Assembly and 
of the Synod of North Carolina dealing 
with the question of “enforced segrega- 
tion’”’ are consistent with and proper in- 
terpretations of the teachings of the Bible 
and of the church. In view of the wide 
circulation of these actions and of their 
availability for examination by any who 
are interested, the committee does not 
believe it is necessary here to attempt to 
brief them, nor to quote at any length 
from them. 

At one point, however, in the action 
of the Assembly, there is a matter upon 
which the committee comments. From 
many quarters the committee has heard 
objections raised to the term employed 
in the Assembly’s action which says, “en- 
forced segregation is un-Christian.”’ This 
statement has been interpreted to mean 
that anyone who believes that segregation 
is expedient and permissible is not a 
Christian. While it is not the business 
of the committee to prepare a commentary 
upon the Assembly’s action, it appears 
to the committee that such an interpreta- 
tion is unfortunate and inaccurate. 


Does it not rather seem that the action 
of the Assembly employs in this phrase a 
type of expression which is current in 
speech and in literature? It is not at all 
uncommon to refer to some procedure as 
“un-Christian,”’ without in any sense 
impeaching the essential Christian con- 
viction and loyalty of a man who adopts 
such a procedure. Whether an individual 
is a Christian or not depends upon a 
personal, redemptive relationship to 
Christ. There may be moods and acts 
in his life which are ‘“un-Christian,” a 
condition which he himself will most 
readily admit, seeing that not yet has the 


work of sanctification been made complete 
in any of us. By the presence of such 
“un-Christian” traits, whatever they may 
be, a man diminishes the quality of his 
witness for Christ and of his discipleship 
under Christ. By a patient, agonizing, 
persistent effort to eradicate such marks 
he grows in spiritual stature, and in 
creative dependence upon him who moves 
to perfect our redemption. 

It is in some such context as this, your 
committee feels, that the terminology of 
the General Assembly’s action must be un- 
derstood. The man who favors desegre- 
gation is not given license to sit in sanc- 
timonious judgment upon his brother in 
Christ who holds the contrary view. Both 
of them are enjoined to examine carefully 
what the Holy Spirit has said and is say- 
ing to the churches, through the Holy 
sible, through the witness of the church 
over the years, and through the urgencies 
of our current scene. Something of this 
the Assembly and synod have tried to do, 
and in the judgment of your special com- 
mittee their actions faithfully represent 
what the Bible and the church have to say 
on the subject. 


What Is the Church? 


3. The main matter in this whole dis- 
cussion is not segregation or desegrega- 
tion, but the nature of the church. On 
this point the Bible and the standards of 
the denomination are unqualifiedly clear. 
The church is the family of God whose 
members are sealed into it by the grace 
of Christ through faith unto salvation. 
No church, whether a particular church 
or a whole denomination, whether from 
principle or custom, whether by design or 
indifference, can alter this fact. When- 
ever a particular church within our de- 
nomination attempts to modify the Bib- 
lical standards by which an individual 
is received into the church, there is a 
violation of the plain teaching of the 
Scripture and of the categorical affirma- 
tions of the church’s government. 


The questions which are posed for 
church membership candidates make 
no reference whatever to racial origin 
or condition. 


To add to such questions and vows 
some such inquiry as, “Are you a Cau- 
casian, an Indian, a Negro, an Oriental ?” 
is unthinkable. 

There are those who say, however, that 
the Session of a particular church, ob- 
ligated to maintain its peace, may exclude 
members of a race from specific fellow- 
ship in performance of its duty. As a 
consequence it is concluded that for the 
good of such particular church, and for 
the honor of religion in presenting itself 
without strife before a community, Ses- 
sions may judge it best to delineate a policy 
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which excludes Negroes from membership 
in some churches. Moreover, there are 
those who point out that conditions in 
some quarters of the church are so strained 
and pressures exercised so profound, if 
not malign, that were not a local church 
to make some such statement of general 
policy, it would be harrassed and em- 
barrassed by people who would seek to 
“test the sincerity” of such an action as 
the law of the church seems to some to 
require. Such individuals would appear 
before Sessions “to see what would hap- 
pen,” “to make fuel for their fire,” ‘‘to 
gain notoriety,” and such like. 
The committee believes that this is 

a calculated risk which the church 

must be willing to take. 

It were far better for Sessions to face 
the adversities which may arise out of 
embracing the standards of the church 
on such a matter, than to abdicate those 
principles and procedures upon which the 
church itself is established, and in the 
practice of which we ourselves have been 
sealed into the Household of Faith. 


The Word “Enforced” 

4. The crucial word in the whole dis- 
cussion before us is the word “enforced.” 
Whatever the outcome of the present issue 
in this matter before us as a church and 
as a nation, segregation within society 
will continue in a hundred forms. People 
of like mind and heritage, of like culture 
and disposition, naturally congregate. 
Already there is segregation in every 
church, as a visit to a church supper will 
make plain. There is segregation in a 
meeting of presbytery, as men who attend 
upon its sessions with any regularity know 
very well. But the fact is, such segrega- 
tion is voluntary. It is established by 
moods and habits which can be gener- 
ated and practiced according to will. It 
is embraced for the sake of common bene- 
fit and for the prosperity of a common 
purpose. 


Enforced segregation on the basis of 
race has no such characteristics. 

The committee evaluated its assign- 
ment in the light of the Scriptural teach- 
ing that the men redeemed by Christ and 
growing in the grace of Christ “hence- 
forth know no man after the flesh.” If 
the church is a confederacy of faith not 
established upon, nor maintained by rich 
or poor, bond or free, Jew or Gentile, male 
or female, where is there any ground for 
saying that a church that means to be 
loyal to the Bible’s description of such 
a society can draw limits in its fellow- 
ship according to race? 

The committee is well aware that no 
one in the church questions for a moment 
the participation of men of all races in 
the “One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 
Church.” None has intimated to the 
least degree that the power of the gospel 
is not available to and for all who come 
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to God by Christ. Those individuals 
within the church who insist upon the 
maintenance of some fashion of enforced 
segregation declare without any qualifi- 
cation their concern for the evangelizing 
of the Negro, and their confidence that 
his relationship to Christ by faith is as 
inviolate and as efficient as their own. 
They talk of the Negro in ‘“'The Church” 
but not in “their church,” as it were. 
But is it not true that the primary 
function of every serious churchman is 
to seek persistently and courageously how 
the marks of “The Church” can become 
the marks of “his church’? It would 
appear to the committee that the presby- 
tery would do well to advise any within 
its fellowship that approval of the glories 
and the marks which belong to the whole 
body of Christ lay upon a man a solemn 
obligation to seek such traits for that 
branch of the Church Militant and Cath- 
clic in which his own lot is cast and under 
whose disciplines he follows after Christ, 
the church’s Great Head. 


Chief Business 

5. The primary business of the church 
of Jesus Christ is the evangelization of 
the world. The primary business of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
is the performance of this mission in the 
areas assigned to us for particular respon- 
sibility. It must be recognized that our 
church has failed in so many ways to 
discharge its responsibility under God 
to the Negro in our midst. 

The church has brought itself under 
judgment in this connection and with- 
in recent years has launched a program 
that seeks to amend the faults of nearly 
a century. 

The committee believes that our pres- 
bytery cannot discharge its obligation to 
Christ, to its community, or to itself apart 
from diligence and sacrifice in providing 
Negroes with facilities for worship and 
with leadership to guide them in their 
own spiritual development. There is need 
now, as never before, for an aggressive 
program of evangelism aimed at enlist- 
ing the Negro for Christ and of assisting 
him to give inspiration to his own people 
in their destiny under God. While the 
committee is convinced that there is no 
ground in Scripture or in the standards 
of the church for excluding any race 
from any particular church, it is still 
true that some segregation among the 
races will continue, to the advantage of 
all, and to their contribution to that har- 
mony in diversitv which is so character- 
istic of all creation. It has been demon- 
strated that varieties of churches best 
serve the life of a communitv. Men do 
not possess at this stage of their sancti- 
fication sufficient wisdom to create one 
institution that will serve with equal 
effectiveness the lettered and the unlet- 
tered, the countrvman and the urbanite, 
the artisan and the student. We may say 


that such should not be the case, seeing 
that our spiritual needs are met only in 
Christ, and that any church ought to seek 


to become all things to all men. But the 
fact remains that individuals differ. 


Within a local church there is variety of 
program for varieties of age groups. There 
ure items of special interest and appeal 
to different individuals within the one 
church. 


It becomes the church to exploit these 
differences among people to their ad- 
vantage and to the expansion of the 
Christian fellowship in our time. To 
attempt to legislate by fiat against a con- 
dition which has obtained for centuries 
is as unwise as the refusal to take a stand 
on what the church is in hope and prayer 
is unpardonable cowardice. 


Six Resolutions 

Against this broad and general back- 
ground of principle, the committee makes 
these observations about matters of prac- 
tice which concern the presbytery. The 
observations are in the form of resolutions 
presented for consideration by the pres- 
bytery: 


RESOLVED: 

1. That Mecklenburg Presbytery and its 
constituent churches receive the recent 
deliverances of the General Assembly and 
of the Synod of North Carolina as actions 
in harmony with the standards of the 
church and expressing views on the matter 
of segregation consonant with and derived 
from the teachings of the Holy Scripture. 

2. That presbytery commend to the Ses- 
sions of its churches a prayerful and dili- 
gent study of these actions by the Assem- 
bly and Synod, and of this report by its 
own special committee, urging that in such 
study it be remembered and emphasized 
that the church is speaking to churchmen 
and is not legislating for the body politic, 
nor arrogating to itself the unwarranted 
prerogative of dictating procedures to any 
local church, nor claiming for itself any- 
thing other than a careful seeking after 
the leading of the Holy Spirit who has 
been promised to the church as its Guide 
into all wisdom. It is quite evident and 
expedient that the application of the prin- 
ciples set forth by the courts of the church 
will vary in local churches and in the 
context of the life of particular communi- 
ties. In such instances the presbytery 
urges the Sessions to move with care and 
wisdom in all matters pertaining to this 
question. 

3. That presbytery engage itself with 
all dispatch and concern to provide facili- 
ties and leadership for ministering to and 
the work of evangelism among the Negro 
population within the bounds of the pres- 
bytery. 

4. That presbytery leave in the hands 
and under the jurisdiction of its executive 
azencies the application of the principles 
enunciated by this action, confident that 
such agents will be diligent in resolving 
matters which come before them to the 
advantage of the life of all the churches 
in the presbytery and to the prosperity 
of those particular duties entrusted to 
each of the agents of the presbytery. 

5. That presbytery call upon its mem- 
bers and upon the churches within its 
bounds to exercise the Christian virtues of 
patience and brotherly love as they seek 
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Christ's Challenge— 
The Church with an Open 


a“ 


... but now he commands all men 
everywhere to repent because he has fixed 
a day on which he will judge the world 
in righteosuness. .. .’—ActTs 17:30b-31la 


F REASON alone were enough to 

convince intelligent men of their social 
and moral duty, there would have been 
no need for the apostle Paul to preach to 
the Athenians on Mars Hill over 1900 
years ago. 

No more would it be necessary today 
for anyone to appeal to American Chris- 
tians to bring their social and ecclesias- 
tical practices into line with Christian 
faith or even with reasonable intelligence 
with regard to race relations. But the 
fact is that intelligent and reasonable as 
were the Athenians, being heirs of a cul- 
ture from which men still have much to 
learn, they lacked both the essential in- 
sights and motivations to preserve their 
civilization much less to create a new 
and better one. But it was not from lack 
of knowledge or reasonableness. 

The apostle Paul, recalling easily his 
early Greek education, reminded them 
that God had made the world and all the 
peoples in it, that all men were his chil- 
dren, and that they must no longer mold 
gods after their own image, as if God 
were an Athenian. 


They Knew Better 

They knew better than that; but of 
all the ancient peoples, they were most 
like us in being ridiculously proud of 
the wrong things. The Greeks were the 
“superior people” of the ancient world. 
Persians were barbarians to them. All 
other peoples were second class and not 
considered fit to be citizens. We Ameri- 
cans have much of which we may be 
rightly proud: our heritage of free gov- 
ernment, our spirit of independence, and 
our heroes of deep insight like Jefferson 
and Lincoln. But we have no right or 
reason to be proud of the color of our 
skin, white or yellow or black or red, 
or the purity of our blood, all red and all 
mixed, and we know this. The sociology 








to find for themselves and for our beloved 
church the most effective way for apply- 
ing to the life of the church the principles 
which underlie and define the nature of 
our comradeship with all believers in the 
Family of God. 

6. That presbytery urge upon its elders 
and churches the need for solemn, be- 
lieving, earnest prayer in behalf of all 
those charged with the difficult task of 
plotting a course for our citizens and for 
our fellow-churchmen in these days of 
pervasive unrest, lamented suspicion, and 
disquieting tension. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1956 





FOR FEB. 12—This year’s mes- 
sage for Race Relations Sunday, 
distributed by the National 
Council of Churches, takes a 
different form. Instead of com- 
ing as a message of the Coun- 
cil, it is a message of the presi- 
dent. Dr. Blake is also Stated 
Clerk of the Presbyterian, USA, 
General Assembly. 











and anthropology of our day have laid 

scientific approval on the racial insights 

that are at least as old as ancient Athens. 

Vet after these 1900 years and more, 

we often continue to mold our God 
into a white and American idol. 


What will shake us out of the com- 
placency that allows us in our churches 
and in our nation to go on treating people 
as inferior to us on account of such ir- 
relevancies as color of skin or form of 
feature or accent of speech? 

Although the demands of the times 
force us to adjust our racial practices, 
rational arguments as such seem to move 
us little. We know that intelligence is 
not dependent on racial heritage. We 
know the individual’s creative powers are 
net the monopoly of any race. We know 
these things in our minds but we do not 
act according to our knowledge. 


The Full Gospel 

Paul, trying to shake the Athenians out 
of a complacency not very different from 
our own, put his hope in the full gospel 
of Jesus Christ. He recalled to them, 
by referring to their own traditions, their 
knowledge of the unity of the whole 
human race. Then after having thus 
reminded them of what they well knew 
(knowledge which they did not follow 
in their practice) he sharply said: 


“The times of ignorance God over- 
looked, but now he commands all men 
everywhere to repent because he has 
fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness... .” 


It is still true, I think, that God is in- 
clined to overlook in churches and peoples 
their “times of ignorance.” But these 
are past. Does he not now command “all 
men everywhere to repent” of their sinful 
and irrational acts and attitudes toward 
people of other races? Yes, “. . . he has 
fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteosuness . . . ” and the 
standard by which he will judge us is 
Jesus Christ whom he has raised from 
the dead. 


By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 


Door 


Let us not take this coming judgment 
lightly as did the Athenians of old, either 
by putting off serious discussion to an- 
other more convenient time or bringing 
up our outworn excuses for inaction. 


Some Questions 

There is, of course, a need to speak 
to the whole world of the judgment of 
God, but the nature of the gospel lays 
upon those who claim the name of Christ 
an even heavier burden of responsibility 
for action. Every Christian church today 
must ask itself these questions: 

Is our church door really open to all 
people for whom Christ died? 

What steps must we take now to show 
our repentence for the sins of our church 
with regard to race? 

Ts our church’s communion a foretaste 
of the fellowship of all God’s children in 
the Kingdom of Christ? 

I urge every church to think about 
these questions and answer them with 
action in the full light of the gospel. 


For ‘Suggestions for Action,”’ 


TENNESSEE EPISCOPALIANS 


Abolish Negro Convocation 

KNOXVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—Delegates 
to the 124th annual convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Ten- 
nessee voted here to abolish its separate 
Negro convocation. All Negro churches 
in the diocese will be members of its 
four geographical convocations. 

The geographical convocations have 
their headquarters at Knoxville, Nash- 
ville, Memphis and Sewanee. 


Methodists Abolish Separate 
Negro Evangelism Department 

St. Stmons IsLAnp, Ga. (RNS) —The 
Methodist General Board of Evangelism 
voted here to abolish its department of 
Nogro work. 

Saying that such a separate department 
is ‘no longer needed,” the board directed 
that its entire staff work on a completely 
integrated basis with “the whole church.” 

J. W. Golden of Memphis, Tenn., 
Negro minister who has headed Metho- 
dist evangelistic work among members of 
his race for the past 14 vears, was named 
head of a new department of motivation. 

Bishop W. Angie Smith of Oklahoma 
City, board president, earlier had called 
upon the church to press for social prog- 
ress. 
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EDITORIAL 
Women’s Work Leader 


All who know or know about Rowena 
Dickey McCutchen and her work will 
be cheered to learn that she has accepted 
the post of executive secretary of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of Women’s Work. 

Her personal gifts and her wide ex- 
perience make her an ideal selection for 
this important position of leadership. Her 
work since 1948 as associate educational 
secretary of the Board of World Missions 
has given her an extensive knowledge of 
the church’s work and membership at 
home and abroad. The last meeting of 
the Board of World Missions took par- 
ticular pains to commend last summer’s 
World Missions Conference which, in the 
absence of Dr. Cumming, Mrs. McCut- 
chen had directed. 

Always the Women’s Work is leading 
the church’s educational program forward 
—pushing ahead into new areas where 
the Christian witness is urgent. As it 
moves forward under this new leadership, 
we can be confident and gratified. 














Rights Review 


Always amazing and inspiring is the 
review of the year in civil rights progress 
as recorded in the annual report of the 
American Civil Liberties Union.* This 
vear’s 144 page volume is no exception, 
under the title, Democracy Is the Oppor- 
tunity to Go on Working. 

Not the least interesting will be the 
opening three paragraphs quoted from 
Chief Justice Earl Warren’s November, 
1955, article in Fortune on “The Law 
and the Future,” in which he talks plainly 
about the way to defend the Bill of 
Rights. For instance: 

“Solon, asked how justice could be 
secured in Athens, replied, ‘If those who 





*170 5th Ave., New York 10, N. Y., 50¢. 


are not injured feel as indignant as those 
who are.’” 

There is also a tribute to Arthur Gar- 
field Hays, long a stalwart champion of 
these rights, with this caption: 

“In the fight for civil liberties some- 
times you win—but in the long run, you 
never lose.” 

These are simply peeps through the 
door at the comprehensive survey of Free- 
dom of Speech and Meeting, Academic 
Freedom, Religion and Conscience, Wire- 
tapping, Procedure in the Courts, and 
four important sections under ‘Equality 
Before the Law.” 


Hymn-of-the-Month 


The current Presybterian, U.S., Hymn- 
of-the-Month program for churchwide 
hymn-teaching is a good movement and 
it deserves success. For a good many 
years churches have found that the con- 
gregation, within a very few years, comes 
to know an amazing number of worth- 
while hymns—if worthwhile hymns are 
selected ! 

This paper’s enthusiasm for the pro- 
gram goes back across many years. Our 
earliest emphasis apparently was in an 
early December issue of 1940 when we 
reported this item under “The Church 
Workshop”: 

‘“‘Hymn-of-the-Month — The Fourth 
Presbyterian Church of Chicago selects 
one great hymn each month as the ‘Hymn- 
of-the-Month.’ Its memorization is urged; 
it is used repeatedly in the services 
throughout the month; brief notes as to 
its origin and history are printed in the 
bulletin.” 

In what other churches the program 
may have been followed earlier we have 
no idea. Anyway, as in all good move- 
ments, honor should go not simply to 
those who thought of it first but to all 
who recognized a good thing when they 
saw or heard about it. 


Magazines 


See Social Progress for January, its 
special issue providing “selected resources 
on race relations” including an excerpt 
from the Albert C. Winn talk from THE 
OvuTLooK of June 27, 1955 and many 
others. Copies, 15¢, 830 Witherspoon 
Bldg., Philadelphia 7. 

National Council Outlook for January, 
with an article about Presbyterian Marion 
B. Folsom, Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare, and one by Francis P. 
Miller on “The Churches and Politics.” 

The Chaplain’s current issue has a 
highly interesting article by Rachel Hen- 
derlite followed by a recorded discussion 
of it by three chaplains and two others, 
followed by a concluding Henderlite com- 
ment. 

Saturday Evening Post, Jan. 28, fea- 
tures a big Presbyterian in its lead-off 
article—H. Roe Bartle, as ‘““The Colossal 
Mayor of Kansas City.” 








| Wilbur La Roe Says: 





The Stability of France. It was 
thrilling and satisfying to hear an ad- 
dress by Robert Valeur, Counselor to the 
French Embassy, who said that French 
policy is stable in spite of changes in 
personnel; that France’s friendship for 
the United States has never waivered; 
that the communist gains are not serious 
or real because less than 10 percent of 
the communist voters are really com- 
munist members; that in fact the real 
trouble with France is a too stable and 
too conservative government policy, caus- 
ing restlessness among those longing for 
sccial progress; and, finally, that the 
West need not worry about the strength, 
the stability or the lovalty of France. 


Federal Debt. Politics seem to de- 
cree that tax reduction shall have priority 
over reduction of the federal debt. This 
may be good politics but is it honest? 
It is not generally appreciated that the 
interest on the federal debt is $7 billion 
annually, which is four times the cost 
of running the general federal govern- 
ment——not including defense, veterans, 
health, etc. The total budget is $66 bil- 
lion. 


Israel Warned. The unanimous vote 
of the Security Council of the United 
Nations to censure Israel is a healthy 
development, not so much because wrong 
should be condemned but because of this 
striking proof that there exists at the 
international level an agency which has 
the power to censure and which exercises 
the power. Woodrow Wilson must be 
rejoicing in heaven at this convincing 
proof that there is a league of nations 
and that it can condemn an offending 
nation. 


College Football. Censure is also 
in order for many college alumni and 
many college boards of trustees for not 
being satisfied with healthy athletic ri- 
valry and for insisting that football 
rivalry be raised almost to the profes- 
sional level. The football coach almost 
becomes more important than the college 
president, and athletic prowess more im- 
portant than academic honors. To our 
knowledge there are high-grade college 
presidents who are utterly unhappy and 
discouraged over this prostitution of ed- 
ucation. Tatum will be North Caro- 
lina’s coach. By the way, who is North 
Carolina’s president? Terry Brennan 
is Notre Dame’s coach, but who remem- 
bers the name of Notre Dame’s president? 


Dictatorship. Never forget that there 
is no area of life in which dictatorship 
is more dangerous than in the field of 
religion. 
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No. 7 in a series on the Christian doctrine of rewards 


Ill. Conclusions: 1. 


Rewards Are Here 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“T have learned . . . to be content.”— 
Phil. 4:11. 


F THE READER has followed and 

agreed with what has been said here 
on the subject of rewards, especially on 
the fundamental spirit of the Christian 
life, then he will be ready with one sen- 
tence which expresses most of what is 
vet to be said: 

Don’t worry about rewards; do your 
best in God’s name and leave the rest 
to him. 


A person who is continually bothered 
for fear he may miss something which by 
rights ought to be his, a person who is 
perpetually waiting for luck to perch 
on his door-knob, a person who is a little 
afraid God may overlook him, or not 
appreciate him—such a person will not 
have his problems of rewards settled, 
because he has not learned what it is to 
be a Christian in his mind and attitudes. 
Let it be repeated once more: Every 
Christian doctrine has to be seen from 
inside Christian faith, if it is to be truly 
seen. This is as true of the doctrine of 
rewards as of any other Christian truth. 

So the Christian who lives in truth, in 
humility, in trust, in love and in the 
Spirit, will not worry his mind or heart 
about rewards, chiefly because he trusts 
God to do what is right. Most of us 
would dread a court from whose decisions 
there can be no appeal. But the reason 
for this fear is that we know that even 
the best judges make mistakes. 


At the judgment seat of God there 
need be no fear that the Judge will 
miss any points, large or small. 


When we remember that on the throne 
of the Universe there is not merely the 
august figure of Absolute Justice, but 
Infinite Love, we can see how foolish it 
is to be anxious about whether we shall 
get “‘all that is coming to us.” 

But there are other considerations be- 
sides trust in God, adding up to the same 
conclusions: Stop worrying about re- 
wards. For one thing, most of us are 
already indebted to someone, and ulti- 
mately to God, for more than we had a 
right to expect, more than we have de- 
served. Let us leave the next life out 
of consideration for the present. 

Let us suppose, for the sake of the 
argument, that this life is all there is. 
Let a man who thinks the world, or life, 
or God, is in debt to him, look over the 
account again. Is it so certain that the 
debt is all in his favor? A character in 
Pogo remarked once that the best break 
anybody has is in being here in the first 
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place; a remark more true than funny. 

What obligation did God have to bring 
you into existence? Life is a wonderful 
thing. Just to be alive in this world, 
and to stay alive—it seems more and more 
of a miracle the longer you think about 
it. Life is a thing so miraculous that if 
it could be described to beings who do 
not have it (a class of thinking stones?) 
they would not believe it possible. They 
would think it should be reserved for the 
highly deserving only; yet it is bestowed 
with malignant prodigality every day on 
persons who have not earned their right 
to live. 


ONSIDER the beauty of the earth 
C and sky, there for everyone to see. 
Let us suppose for a moment that there 
existed on this earth a being who could 
not perceive the “qualities” of things— 
sound, taste, color, and so forth, but 
knew them only in the terms which the 
formulas of physics express. He would 
not know things as we know them at all. 
Water for him would not be sparkling, or 
wet, or clear. It would be H.O and 
nothing else. . . . But hydrogen would 
not be a colorless gas, to his mind; all 
he would know of it is whatever formulas 
of mass and density mark off a gas from 
a liquid. He would not know color, only 
wave-lengths, but these would not be 
waves, and “lengths” would be simply 
figures representing a certain dimension 
and direction. There would be no odors, 
good or bad, for him, only particles of 
stuff mingled with the molecules of the 
air. But suppose this creature woke up 
one spring morning to all the sights and 
sounds and scents of spring, the world 
as human beings perceive it, with all its 
wonderful beauty; what a world of 
miracles he would see! Yet we have this 
miracle, this amazing, scintillating, con- 
tinual surprise, every day and all the 
time. 

Beauty is something no one can earn, 
vet it is free to us all. Even the blind 
know what beauty is. 

Or consider friendship, all degrees of 
it: the whole range of human contacts, 
from the simple courtesies we meet on 
buses, where we may not be looking for 


them, all the way to the long self-sacrific- 
ing devotion of those who love us and 
see us through life’s dark valleys. Few 
are so poor as not to have one friend; 
yet what can a man honestly profess to 
give in exchange for one real friend? 


OW what has all this to do with 

rewards? Just this: We make a 
mistake if we fancy the world is neatly 
arranged so that good deeds and their 
rewards always match, Good Deed #1 
to be recognized by Reward #1, Kind 
Word #2 winning Reward #2, and so on. 
Far from it. 


Life is not like that. Many a good 
deed and kind word go unrequited, 


now or any time. 


On the other hand, it is true that in 
the course of a lifetime nearly all of us 
receive immense blessings, avalanches of 
them—beauty, friendship and all the rest, 
which if we considered them in the light 
of rewards would overpay us many times. 
God has his own reasons for this, no 
doubt; at any rate, the fact seems to be 
that God is like a man who may not pay 
us on the dot for every bill we send, but 
who keeps on sending us princely gifts 
with such overwhelming generosity that 
we should be branded as very niggardly 
nigglers indeed if we complained about 
the few bills he did not pay precisely as 
demanded. 

It is a very rare person who cannot 
say: What I have contributed to the 
world is of less value than what I have 
gained from existing in it. 
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Mayor Suggests Churches 
Collect Poll Taxes 


LittLeE Rock, ARK. (RNS)—Mayor 
Pratt Remmel suggested to local clergy- 
men at a meeting in City Hall that they 
sell poll tax receipts in their churches 
in order to interest parishioners in city 
government. 

“To get good government the proper 
people have to vote and the proper people 
have to be elected to office,” he said. 

Noting that poll tax receipts could be 
purchased at beer parlors and schools, 
the mayor asked why the same thing 
couldn't be done in churches “‘so church- 
goers will pay poll taxes.” 

He acknowledged to his audience of 
white and Negro pastors that “it’s a very 
touchy subject having preachers get into 
politics.” 

“IT want you to share some of the bur- 
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dens of good government,” he said, ‘‘to 
assume your responsibility for righteous 
government, to get the right type of people 
into office. 

“God didn’t intend to let ‘George’ do 
it. He didn’t intend to let nature take 
its course. When nature takes its course 
we get 12,000 tickets taken up and the 
year isn’t up yet.” The mayor was 
referring to a recent report, that 12,000 
traffic tickets had been dismissed this 
vear for various reasons. 

Mr. Remmel, a steward in First Meth- 
odist church, said God had helped him 
to be elected the first Republican mayor 
of Little Rock in 64 years. 

“He wanted me to go into office to 
make it a more righteous city,” he said. 

The mayor gave each minister an en- 
velope containing a map showing the 
lecation of churches in the city, a map 
indicating ward and precinct boundaries, 
a list of elected city officials, and a list 
of appointed city officials. 

A note from Mayor Remmel enclosed 
in each envelope said: ‘Our city is only 
as good as we, the citizens, make it. As 
righteous citizens and leaders, it is up 
to us to actively change many of the 
evils that are going on in this city.” 
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Texas Churches 
Selling Poll Taxes 


BEAUMONT, TEX. (RNS)—Protestant 
churches in this area are selling poll 
taxes to guarantee the right of franchise 
to every eligible voter. 

Congregational committees canvass a 
church's entire membership and sce that 
every possible voter possesses a poll tax 
receipt or document certifying his exemp- 
tion from paying the tax. 

Lack of such receipts or certificates 
has been a widespread excuse by elec- 
tion officials for denying the vote to 
minority and other group members in the 
past. 

The churches engaged in selling the 
poll taxes are affiliated with the Jefferson 
County Committee for Civic Righteous- 
ness, 


Netherlands Synod Favors 
Ordination of Women 


WoupDsCcHOUTEN, The Netherlands 
(RNS)—The General Synod of the Neth- 
erlands Refermed Church went on record 
here as favoring the ordination of women 
in principle. But it instructed an ad- 
visory commission to report at next year’s 
meeting on the effect upon the church of 
having women pastors. 

The latter action was taken after it was 
reported that a majority of the local 
church councils had voted against a 
change in the Church Order to permit 
the ordinaticn of women. 

“A majority of the synod favors al- 
lowing women to officiate at divine serv- 
ices,” the synod said in a resolution. 
“But, in view of the opposition to change 
by local church councils, the synod will 
not adopt implementation measures mak- 
ing the change part of the Church Or- 
der.”’ 

The resolution called upon “all the 
faithful and upon local church councils 
to continue in common consultation the 
search for the will of the Lord as re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures.” 

In 1950, the synod tabled the recom- 
mendation of a special commission that 
the Church Order be changed to permit 
the ordination of women. It then sent 
the proposal to local church councils for 
their opinion. 
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MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 


Presbyterian, USA: Paul S. Wright, 1200 S. 
W. Alder St., Portland 5, Ore. 


Feb. 17-19, National Council, Presbyterian 
Men, New York. 

Feb. 20, Baltimore, Md. 

Feb. 23-26, National Council, Presbyterian 
Men, San Francisco. 

Feb. 28, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mar. 1-3, New England, including Harvard 
Chapel. 

Mar. 4, Stamford, Conn. 

Mar. 9, Union Seminary, Richmond, Va. 

Mar. 11-13, Synod of Missouri. 

Mar. 14, Hutchinson, Kan. 

Mar. 16-18, National Council, Presbyterian 
Men, Chicago. 

Mar. 18, La Grange, IIl. 

Mar. 19, McCormick Seminary, Chicago. 

Mar. 20, Birmingham, Mich. 

Mar. 21-22, Akron and Cleveland, Ohio. 





Minister Preaches 
What He Practices 


LAUREL, Miss. (RNS)—A Baptist min- 
ister who not only practices what he 
preaches but preaches what he practices 
has become the scourge of bootleggers 
in this area. 

For months Tommy Fant of Harmony 
Baptist church here inveighed in his ser- 
mons, to little avail, against the ineffec- 
tiveness of the local sheriff’s office in 
enforcing state laws prohibiting the sale 
of liquor. 

So he organized a group of clergymen 
and citizens and lead them on raids of 
suspected “bootleg joints.” Members of 
the raiding party swore out affidavits that 
gave the district attorney a basis for pros- 
ecution. 

One of the most spectacular of the 
group’s forays netted a haul of about 
$6,000 worth of liquor which was prompt- 
ly confiscated. 

The public interest aroused by these 
activities recently resulted in the election 
of a new group of enforcement officials 
who were sworn in at the begining of the 
year. 

Mr. Fant now has turned his attention 
to preaching what he practiced. In his 
most recent sermon, “The Responsibility 
of the Christian in Law Enforcement,” 
he called upon his people to support their 
elected officials with deeds as well as 
words. 
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» ideal way to perpetuate one’s Christian 
influence, or the memory of a loved one, is to 
establish a permanent fund on the books of the 
Board of World Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to the 
support of Foreign Missions — a perennial contri- 
bution in your name or in that of your loved one. 


Permanent funds may be started with a small 
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For Race Relations Sunday, Feb. 12 


A Day of Fresh and Urgent Meaning 


By MALCOLM P. CALHOUN 


ACE RELATIONS Sunday will be 
R observed by many churches on Feb- 
ruary 12, in various ways. The day was 
first observed shortly after the first World 
War as a means of promoting racial un- 
derstanding and goodwill. Much prog- 
ress has been made in the United States 
and in other nations of the world since 
that time. In some nations, including 
our own, however, critical problems have 
arisen. In some sections of our nation 
deep prejudice and tension have resulted 
in gross injustice and heavy sorrow, and 
the end is not yet. What had appalled us 





DR. CALHOUN, secretary of the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Division of Christian Relations. 
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in other nations has taken place in our 
home land. Race Relations Sunday, 
therefore, comes to us this year, with fresh 
meaning. Each church must determine 
how best to use the day for the glory of 
God. 


A Day of Prayer 

Churches will give large place to pray- 
er on that day. There will be thanks- 
giving for those courageous and devoted 
Christians who have borne witness to 
the law of neighborliness under persecu- 
tion. 

There will be confession of sin for 
man’s inhumanity to his neighbor, either 
for active participation in such wrong or 
for refusing to speak and act against it. 

There will be prayer that the pagan 
passions of men may be superseded by 
a passion for justice, decency and respect 
for the laws of God. 

There will be petition for the coming 
of the Spirit of Christ into the hearts of 
people that they may recognize the true 
nature and worth of every person, and 
begin to act like brothers. 

There will be prayer that the church 
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may lead in practicing the Christian 
graces of courage, compassion and for- 
bearance. 


What Is the Church? 


In some churches Race Relations Sun- 
day will be used to present the nature and 
mission of the church and to set forth 
the great Biblical principles relating to 
human relationships. The opportunity 
and responsibility of the church in these 
times may well be presented in the light 
of the world situation. 

There will be some communities where 
worship will be planned and conducted 
on an interracial basis. Some churches 
will rejoice that people of different cul- 
tural and racial backgrounds have found 
a welcome within their fellowship dur- 
ing the past months and years. 

However the day may be observed, it 
should be a reminder that little real 
progress can be made in Christian race 
relations until there is communication in 
which all races have freedom of expres- 
sion and a mutual desire for the welfare 
of all. 


Some Things to Do 


Some may feel that the hope for good- 
will and right relationships is a lost 
cause. Not so, for there is much that any 
concerned individual can do. Here are 
some things that you can do: 

1. Confront yourself with the fact of 
God as Creator, as Lord and as Saviour. 

2. Consider who people are—who you 
are in the light of the Scriptures. 

3. Look upon people with compassion; 
that is, put yourself in their place. 

4. In attitude and behavior treat people 
as individuals for whom Christ has done 
all that he can to redeem. 

5. Consider the importance of personal 
example in promoting Christian brother- 
hood. 

6. Have courage to speak out against 
racial intolerance and oppression. 

7. Have the grace to endure criticism 
and persecution which may result from 
taking a Christian stand. 

8. Be not afraid of what men will do 
to you, but fear God, the righteous Judge 
of all the earth. 

9. Keep humble by remembering your 
own involvement in the sins against hu- 
man personality. 

10. Pray without ceasing, and remember 
that all things are working together for 
good to those who love God. 

. es «@ 


The democratic countries can have far 
greater influence on the course of the pres- 
ent world conflict if they show their 
ability to deal justly with the legitimate 
aspirations of the dependent peoples, to 
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own social problems and to remain self- 
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LIFE’S GREATEST CHOICE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for February 19, 1956 
Luke 18:18-19:10. Text 19:1-10 


“Once to every man and nation comes 
the moment to decide, 

In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, 
for the good or evil side.” 


Lowell was right. To every man and 
nation comes the moment to make the 
great decision on which the future course 
of his life will depend, whether it shall 
count for Truth or for Falsehood, for God 
or the Devil. We are concerned this week 
with that decisive moment as it came to 
a citizen of ancient Jericho. Jericho, at 
the time, was a large and important city, 
twelve miles from Jerusalem. It was 
a city with many ancient memories. It 
was here that Rahab, the harlot, sheltered 
the Israelitish spies. It was the first city 
to fall into the hands of Joshua on the 
western side of the Jordan. It was re- 
built in the days of Ahab by a man named 
Hiel. In the days of Elijah we find a 
school of the prophets situated there, 
and it was here that Elijah cured the 
bitter waters. In New Testament times 
the city was enlarged and beautified by 
both Herod the Great and Archelaus, his 
son. It became a place of commercial 
importance and yielded a large revenue 
to the royal family. Josephus describes 
it and the fertile plains surrounding it 
in glowing terms. Dr. A. T. Robertson 
speaks of it as the pantry of Judea. There 
is some reason for believing that it was 
also a priestly city, settled largely by the 
priestly families who ministered in Jeru- 
salem. Jesus, it appears, was on his 
way to Jerusalem, via Bethany, to attend 
the Feast of the Passover, and he had 
intended to pass through Jericho without 
stopping. 

He found the city, however, ageg with 
with preparations for the feast. Jericho 


-. was at the cross-roads of many 
caravan routes. They came from the East, 
from Persia, the Tigris, and the Euprates, 
and from Perea across the Jordan. They 
ran from Galilee and Syria on the north; 
from Idumea in the south, and all joined 
to go up to the Jerusalem ascent on the 
west. Many thousands of pilgrims were, 
therefore, already there. Jesus’ arrival 
intensified the turmoil. The large group 
who were walking with him and their 
talk of the swiftly coming kingdom called 
the attention of the crowds to him. The 
multitude was eager to see and hear the 
Nazarene Rabbi. This prophet, many folk 
said, was about to bring in the Kingdom 
of God. The pilgrims gathered expectant- 
ly around him as he moved on through 
Jericho. His twelve friends were close 
behind him, the larger company trailing 
behind.” 


A Sinner 
One citizen of Jericho who desired 
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intensely to see Jesus was too short, how- 
ever, to look over people’s shoulders, and 
he did not dare to push his way through 
the crowd. He held a very important 
position under the Roman government 
and was a well-known citizen of the 
town, but he was very unpopular. The 
KJv describes him as a chief publican, 
or as Moffatt translates it, the head of the 
tax gatherers. In all probability he was 
commissioner of taxes charged with the 
oversight of the local tax collectors in 
the district round about Jericho. Jericho, 
as a large frontier city, through which 
much of the carrying trade passed, and 
which had a large local trade in costly 
balsams, would be a likely place for the 
residence of such an official. In stature, 
this tax commissioner, Zacchaeus, was 
short, and yet he must have been unusual- 
ly active and energetic for a man of his 
age. Otherwise he could never have climb- 
ed a sycamore tree. 

We are more interested in his charac- 
ter. The people of Jericho called him a 
sinner, and though it may be that he 
was sinner to them merely because he 
was in the employ of the Roman govern- 
ment, a tax collector—outside the pale 
of the Jewish law, hated, despised, and 
excommunicated—in all probability they 
were right. The publicans, we remem- 
ber, had no fixed salaries but farmed out 
the taxes, agreeing to pay the Romans 
certain sums annually, and being allowed 
to keep for themselves as much more as 
they could extort from the merchants 
and farmers. Such a system obviously 
cultivated the spirit of greed, crueltv and 
trickery, and the universal hatred and 
scorn felt for the publicans was generally 
justified. The fact that Zacchaeus was 
a chief publican, and rich, suggests at 
least that he had used his office as a 
means of gain. 

And yet there was a longing in his 
heart for something better. That is evi- 
dent from his ardent desire to see Jesus. 
Unable to push his way through the 
crowd or to look over their shoulders, he 
ran on ahead and scrambled up the trunk 
of a sycamore tree. Perched there on a 
convenient branch, he could see all that 
was going on. Why did he climb the 
tree? It was something more than mere 
curiosity, for he was no schoolboy, but 
a grown citizen of Jericho, a rich man, 
successful in his business. 

“Had he some sharp twinges of con- 
science, and was he hoping that in Jesus 
he would find some way to be better? 
He had certainly heard the orthodox Jews 


sharply criticize Jesus as ‘a friend of 
tax gatherers’ and as one who had even 


called a publican to become one of his 
disciples.” 


Perhaps it was this which made Zac- 
chaeus so keen to see Jesus. 


The Sinner Sought 

‘Slowly the crowd came moving along 
the road, Jesus in the center. At last 
they were passing Zacchaeus in his tree. 
To his amazement, Jesus stopped by the 
tree and looked up at the little man. 
More astonishing still, Jesus with a frank 
greeting, hailed him as a friend. ‘Zac- 
chaeus,’ he said, ‘be quick and come down. 
Today I must stay at your house.’” 

Jesus had eaten before with publicans 
and sinners, defying the segregation pat- 
tern of his day, but this is the first time, 
so far as we know, that he ever invited 
himself to the home of any man. Some- 
one has suggested that Matthew, who was 
himself a publican before he was drawn 
to Jesus, may have mentioned the name 
of Zacchaeus to Jesus. As they approach- 
ed Jericho he may have said, “My old 
friend Zacchaeus lives in Jericho. He 
is a chief publican now. I would like 
for you to look him up. Maybe you can 
do something for him.” But it may be 
that Jesus had noted Zacchaeus’ effort to 
shoulder his way through the crowd, his 
eagerness in climbing the sycamore tree, 
and with unfailing insight he had under- 
stood at once the real spiritual hunger 
of his soul. At any rate, he saw an 
opportunity to be kind to a man to whom 
little kindness was ordinarily shown. 
And he did not stand on ceremony. He 
told Zacchaeus that he wished to be his 
guest. 

Zacchaeus was probably no 
amazed than the crowd. Publicans were 
beyond the pale. Decent citizens, and 
certainly rabbis, would not enter the 
home of a publican or sinner, much less 
break bread with him. Jesus was en- 
dangering his standing in Jericho. He 
was deliberately risking his popularity 
with the crowd of pilgrims, as he would 
in some quarters today if he chose by 
preference to be entertained in the home 
of a Negro. 

As for Zacchaeus, he was as one in 
a dream. 


more 


“He had never heard such words be- 
fore. They were the first human, brotherly 
words spoken to him since he had taken 
up the hated business of collecting taxes. 
They touched a chord in his heart that 
had long been silent. They made him 
feel that he was not an outcast, but still 
human.” 


Jesus had treated him as though he 
were a brother. He did not stand on his 
dignity. He made haste and came down 
(one cannot come down a sycamore tree 
with haste and at the same time with 
dignity and greeted the Master joyfully, 
saying what pleasure it would give him 
to have Jesus as his guest. 

The people who witnessed the trans- 
action were shocked. Jesus, a guest of 
a man who had sold himself to Rome, and 
had betrayed God in so doing; a double- 
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dyed traitor to God and the nation! They 
were furious. “Look,” they muttered, 
“he is gone in to lodge with a man who 
is a sinner.”” Can you not see the ex- 
pression on their faces, catch the inflec- 
tion in their voices ? 

The Sinner Saved 

Says Basil Matthews: 

“It was indeed a brave act. Many would 
have said a foolhardy one, for Jesus so 
to endanger the confidence and support 
of the mass of pilgrims who were his 
defense against the High Priests, and to 
do that on the eve of the Sabbath before 
the supreme crisis of his life. Zacchaeus 
heard the murmuring. He stopped in the 
street [most commentators understand 
verse 8 in this sense; just as they were 
about to enter the house, A. T. Robertson 


thinks], and with all the crowd of pil- 


grims, as well as fellow citizens of Jericho 
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as his witnesses, he cried: ‘Here and 
now, Master, I will give half of all that 
I possess to the poor; and if I have cheated 
anybody [an admission of guilt, accord- 
ing to the generally accepted view] I will 
give four times as much back to him.” 

‘Zacchaeus was transformed. His values 
were turned upside down. In one sweep 
he gave away not only half of his great 
wealth, but ample repayment of taxes 
unjustly extorted [the old Mosaic Law re- 
quired that a man who defrauded his 
neighbor should restore the whole plus 
one-fifth. Leviticus 6:1-6.] It was a superb 
repentance, made publicly in face of the 
folk he had wronged.” 

What was it that had so changed Zac- 
chaeus? Dr. Manson says that Zac- 
chaeus’ pledge was the spontaneous re- 
sponse to the gracious act of Jesus in 
voluntarily electing to visit a sinner’s 
abode. Moved by a desire to show him- 
self worthy of the Master’s confidence, 
Zacchaeus turned and faced in the other 
direction. Basil Matthews says it was 
Jesus’ love that swept aside all the hate 
that the Jews had for the publican. In- 
stead of giving him the cold shoulder of 
derision, Jesus had asked him to take 
him into his home. He did not simply 
offer Zacchaeus friendship; he asked of 
Zacchaeus the courtesies of friendship. 
It was a master stroke. It made a new 
Zacchaeus, just, honorable and coura- 
geous. 

Jesus said, “Today has salvation come 
to this house.”” What did he mean—that 
salvation was the result of this act of 
restitution? No, it was the other way 
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around. ‘The act of restitution was the 
evidence and the result of salvation which 
had already come. This is borne out by 
the words which follow, and which are 
evidently spoken to the disciples or to 
the people of Jericho: ‘Forasmuch as 
(or since) he also is a son of Abraham,” 
The Jews would not allow publicans any 
part in the Jewish hope. Jesus reminded 
them that Zacchaeus was a true son of 
Abraham. His present resolve proved 
it beyond all doubt. 

All of this had happened, Jesus added, 
in accordance with his mission, ‘‘for the 
Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.” Jesus had sought Zacchaeus, though 
he was on his way to Bethany, and though 
he had less than a week to live. He had 
not waited for Zacchaeus to seek him 
out. He had sought Zacchaeus. That, 
said he, is my mission, to seek those that 
are lost. And not only to seek, but also 
to save. He had saved Zacchaeus. He 
had saved his soul from everlasting death, 
no doubt. He had certainly saved him 
from a life of selfishness here on earth. 
And it is his changed attitude toward life 
that Jesus appeals to as the evidence of 
his salvation. The Son of Man came not 
only to seek, but also to save those that 
are lost. 

Our lesson then is concerned (1) with 
the mission of Jesus. Jesus came to 
seek and to save. What light does the 
story of Zacchaeus throw on the seeking 
mission of Jesus Christ? on the saving 
mission of Jesus Christ? For example, 
from what did Jesus save Zacchaeus, the 
penalty of sin, the power of sin, one or 
both? How does Jesus seek men today? 
How does he save them? For what does 
he save them? How can we cooperate 
with Jesus in the seeking and saving of 
men? Is a man’s attitude toward the 
gospel affected by the attitude of Chris- 
tian people toward him—as a Negro, a 
laborer, a social outcast, a “sinner”? Is 
the attitude of the people of Asia, of the 
people of Africa toward the gospel af- 
fected by the attitude of Southern white 
people toward the people with colored 
skins in their midst? Do we reflect 
Jesus’ attitude toward all men, regardless 
of their class, color or condition? 

(2) With the meaning of salvation. In 
the case of Zacchaeus, salvation involved 
a transformation of character, a changed 
attitude toward money, toward his fellow 
men. Can a man be saved eternally and 
continue to live a selfish life here on 
earth? Is a man saved if he defraud his 
customers or the government? Is a man 
saved if he is hard, cruel or vindictive 
in his personal, domestic, business or 
political dealings? If he indulges in 
sharp practices or dishonest advertising ? 
Does faith in Jesus mean primarily that 
we believe certain propositions about 
him, or that we accept his way of life? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches, Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


RELIGION IN CRISIS AND CUSTOM. By 
Anton T. Boisen. Harper and Bros., N. Y. 
271 pp., $4.00. 

The author, an authority in the field 
of psychology, psychiatry and religion, 
describes his book as a sociological and 
psychological study of religion with spe- 
cial reference to American Protestantism. 
A transforming religious experience, he 
points out, is often engendered by a 
crisis (personal or social) in which men 
are forced to think and feel intensely re- 
garding the things that matter most. If 
other factors are favorable a religious 
movement may develop in which the new 
insights and values are enshrined and it 
may be entombed by habit and custom. 

To develop his thesis the author ex- 
amines the religious institutions of a rep- 
resentative mid-western county in which 
organized religion is seen functioning in 
its beginning, in its maturity and in its 
teminal stages; he goes on to consider 
the problem of mental illness in its rela- 
tion to religion and then the rise of the 
Pentecostal sect as illustrating the im- 
portance of social crisis for religion. War 
is the one crisis which does not seem to 
stimulate religious development, and rea- 
sons for this are advanced by the author. 

Special significance is given to the 
social significance of American Protes- 
tantism in the light of the central theme. 
The objective set before us in the present 
crisis, as Dr. Boisen sees it, is the achieve- 
ment of a new order of society which will 
represent the social solidarity of free 
men held together by faith and love. The 
author believes that Protestantism, with 
all its weaknesses, has resources whereby 
we may make proress toward this goal. 

The book is rich with suggestiveness 
for every thoughtful reader. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 





HOLINESS IS WHOLENESS. By Josef Gold- 
brunner. Pantheon Books, N. Y. 63 pp., 
$1.75. 

Does Christian idealism produce whole- 
ness of body and mind or does it produce 
neuroses? What is the relationship be- 
tween suppression and mental health? 
Certainly every thoughtful pastor has 
asked himself these questions. 

These problems are studied by the 
author in very concrete and constructive 
ways in this compact little book. Dr. 
Goldbrunner, one of the foremost ex- 
ponents of the psychology of Jung, studies 
these questions in the light of depth psy- 
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chology, a sincere sympathy for asceticism 
as practiced by the Roman Catholic 
Church, and an understanding of Chris- 
tian idealism. 

The constructive study of the relation- 
ship of faith, hope and love to man’s 
fears, his growth to maturity and his 
sexual life is penetrating in its insight 
and is theologically oriented. 

Tuomas A. Fry, JR. 
Bristol, Tenn.-Va. 
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Journey into a Fog. Margareta Berger- 
Hamerschlage. Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $3.50. 

By Faith Alone. W. J. Kooiman. Philo- 
sophical Library, N. Y. $6.00. 

Saints Alive! Mildred Graves Asher. 
Vantage Press, N. Y. $3.50. 

Grains of Gold. Thekla Hollingsworth. 
Vantage Press, Inc., N. Y. $2.50. 

The Heart of Peter Marshall’s Faith. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$1.00. 

The Secret of Happiness. Billy Graham. 
Doubleday & Co., Inec., N. Y. $2.00. 

Adventures in Christian Stewardship. A. 
Cc. Rein. Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis. $1.00. paper. 

Adventures of a Slum Fighter. Charles 
F. Palmer. Tupper & Love, Atlanta. $4.00. 

Helping Children Get Along in School. 
Bess Goodykoontz. Science Research As- 
sociates, Inec., Chicago. 50 cents, paper. 

The Light of Christ. Jean Lilyers. Au- 
gustana Book Concern, Rock Island, III. 
10 cents, paper. 

Love or Perish. Smiley Blanton. Simon 
& Schuster, N. Y. $3.50. 


No Wings in the Manse. Betty Frist. 
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$2.50. 

Christ Speaks from the Cross. Gardiner 
M. Day. Seabury Press, Greenwich. Conn. 
$2.25. 

Unfinished Business. Halford E. Luc- 
cock. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3.00. 

Christian Life and the Unconscious. 
Ernest White. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3.00. 

Many Things in Parables. Ronald S. 
Wallace. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3.00. 

Reinhold Niebuhr. Edited by Charles W. 
Kegley & Robert W. Bretall. Macmillan 
Co., N. Y. $6.50. 

The Cross and the Common Man. Her- 
man W. Gockel. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis. $2.00. 

tmotional Problems and the _ Bible. 
George H. Muedeking. Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia. $3.00. 

The Burden of the Lord. Tan Macpherson 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. 2.75. 
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N. Jackson. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 
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$3.25. 

Who Knows Better Must Say So. Elmer 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 

Don R. Brandon from Welch, W. Va., 
to 5517 Peyton Place, Fountain City, 
Tenn., Feb. 15. 

Thomas A. Fry, Jr., First church, 
Bristol, Tenn., has accepted a call to the 
Druid Hills church, Atlanta, Ga., effective 
in early March. 

James W. Arnold from Oxnard, Calif., 
to 25 E. Colorado Blvd., Arcadia, Calif., 
where he is assistant pastor and minister 
of Christian education. 

Hogan Yancey, Jr., from West End, 
- C., to 1509 Par Ave., St. Petersburg, 

a. 

James T. Benjamin, Jr., from Jackson 
Springs, N. C., to South Park Dr. at 
Lincoln, Asheboro, N. C. 

Carl R. Pritchett from Anderson, S. C., 
to Wilson Lane and Clarendon Rd., 
Bethesda, Md. 

P. R. Baxter from Paynette, Wis., to 
Box 354, Woodburn Rd., Rt. 3, Annandale, 
Va. 

Samuel L. Belk, Hopewell, Va., First 
church, has accepted a call to the 
Fredericksburg, Va., church, 

A. P. Elizondo from Greystone Park, 
N. J., to 1515 W. Monroe St., Chicago 7, 
Il. 

William Glenn Dorris, formerly of Dub- 
lin, Ga., has begun his new work as 
pastor of the First church, Gainesville, 
Ga. 

Ralph |. Deihl, Jr., from Warren Wilson 
College, Swannanoa, N. C., to Weston- 
Dundee, N. Y. 

Richard H. Gatchel from Stanford, 
Calif., to St. Lawrence University chap- 
lain, Canton, N. Y. 

C. L. McDonald, Dawson, Ga., and T. B. 
McPheeters, Donalsonville, Ga., have ex- 
changed pastorates. 

Phil W. Dunford, formerly of West 
Point, Ga., has begun his work at pastor 
of Wastminster church, Albany, Ga. 

Armando Rodriguez, Blackshear, Ga., 
will soon take up his new work in Cairo, 
Ga. 

W. T. Kennon, 
serving as interim 
church, Albany, Ga. 

Permission has been granted. the First 
church, Columbus, Ga., for Wm. B. 
Clemmons to continue for one year as 
mission pastor. 

John G. Barton 
Ingalls, Ark. 

Ralph Hagopian from the Yale Divinity 
School to Amenia, N. Y. 

Ralph J. Miller from Marcellus, N. Y.., 
to Lansing, Mich. 

E. Rudolph Obey from Shelby, N. C., 
to the Lackawanna, N. Y., Friendship 
House. 

G. Elliott Presby from South church, 
Elmira, N. Y., to Jersey City, N. J. 

Robert S. Steen from Warren, Pa., to 
General Presbyter of Buffalo-Niagara 
Presbytery, 875 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo 
7 ms oe 

Henry W. Roth, formerly of Cuckoo, 
Va., is now pastor of the Fairmount-Hoge 
Memorial church, Richmond, Va. 

John F. McCloy, who has been a Pres- 
byterian, USA, minister in the Veterans’ 
Administration Center, Martinsburg, Va., 
is now serving the U. S. churches at 
Sharps and Weems, Va. 
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Louisville, Ky., is 
pastor of the First 


from Vick, Ark., to 


MURIEL LESTER 

Muriel Lester, famous world Christian 
of Britain, is touring the United States, 
March 1-May 8 under auspices of the 
International Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, 21 Audubon Ave., NYC 32. 
CITATIONS 

Paul E. Rowland, Climax, Ga., has been 
designated a “Rural Pastor of Distinc- 
tion” by the Town and Country Church 
Department, and the church has been 
cited as a “Rural Church of Distinction.” 


ALLIANCE PRESIDENT 

Chester M. Davis, First church, Rah- 
way, N. J., was elected president of the 
Lord’s Day Alliance at its annual meeting. 
JAYCEE AWARD 

John F. Anderson, Jr., First church, 
Dallas, Texas, has received the Dallas 
Junior Chamber of Commerce Distin- 
guished Service Award for 1955. Named 
from 11 nominees, he was described as 
“a man of courage, a man who will stand 
up for what he believes, no matter how 
hard it pinches. He is a champion of lost 
and good causes, a champion of right 
causes—causes that men give their lives 
to.” 
TO INDIA 

Methodist Bishop Arthur J. Moore, At- 
lanta, Ga., will represent the Council of 
Bishops at celebrations in India next fall, 
marking the centenary anniversary of 
the beginning of Methodism there. This 
will be Bishop Moore’s 68th trip overseas. 
He has been described as the most-travell- 
ed Methodist minister since John Wesley. 
PREACHING CLINIC 

Leaders of the preaching clinic at 
Union Seminary, Ridhmond, Va., for 
next July 31-Aug. 10 will be Paul E. 
Scherer, New York; David L. Stitt, 
Austin, Texas; Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, 
N. C., and Donald G. Miller of the semi- 
nary faculty. 
MARRIED 

James Arthur Shera, Scarsdale, N. Y., 
and Agnes Anne Perkins, Towson, Md., 
were married in Towson on Jan. 21. Mr. 
Shera is just beginning his new work as 


assistant minister of the First church, 
Hartford, Conn. 

Benson Cain and Coline Gunn, both 
missionaries to Japan, were married in 
Kobe, Oct. 7. They are living at 48/2 
Nakajima Dori, 3 Chome, Fukiai Ku, 
Kobe, Japan. 


DCEs 
Nancy Matthias from Staunton, 


to Central church, 301 
Bristol, Va. 


Va., 
Euclid Ave., 
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